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Criminal Measures Concerning the Smuggling of Wastewater into Rivers in Thailand
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Abstract

This research aims to (1) study the concepts, theories, and criminal laws related to illegal
discharge of wastewater into rivers in Thailand; (2) conduct a comparative analysis of criminal law
measures on illegal discharge of wastewater into rivers in Thailand, French Republic, Federal Republic of
America and Japan; and (3) propose guidelines and criminal law measures on illegal discharge of
wastewater into rivers in Thailand.This research is a qualitative research which studies and analyses books,
documents, articles, research, announcements, official documents as well as electronic media related to
the enforcement of criminal laws on illegal discharge of wastewater into rivers in Thailand.The research
findings revealed that (1) it is a responsibility for all to preserve the environment and all should recognise that
national development must be achieved with environmental protection and that when a damage occurs,
there must always be compensation and remedy for such damage; damage; In which there are Criminal Code
and other Statutes (Act) related to illegal discharge of wastewater into rivers in Thailand, where the
punishment comprises both imprisonment and fine, with the purpose to control, regulate, govern, and
determine various rules or measures to maintain the cleanliness to conserve the environment and secure
the life, body and properties of the public. (2) Thailand has a complicated set of laws on control of illegal
wastewater discharge, law enforcement loopholes, and extremely weak punishments on imprisonment and
fines, resulting in offenders being unafraid to commit crime and repeating the unlawful act. Compared to
French Republic and Federal Republic of America, those countries have comprehensively improved their
environmental laws and require offenders to restore the environment to its previous state. Additionally, Japan
applies relatively strong punishments on both imprisonment and fines appropriate for the offense to deter
offenders from committing crime and repeating the unlawful act; and (3) the main recommendations
comprise 1) to gather and comprehensively improve environmental laws to help the general public,
operators, and judges who decide on environmental law cases; 2) to increase punishments to threaten
and deter offenders from repeating the crime, and 3) to introduce a punitive measure that requires

offenders to recover and restore the environment to its previous state.

Keywords: Illegal wastewater discharge, Law enforcement, Environmental restoration
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